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Federal Acquisition Regulation 5.401 

(6) The award is for utility services, 
other than telecommunications serv-
ices, and only one source is available; 

(7) The contract action— 
(i) Is for an amount not greater than 

the simplified acquisition threshold; 
(ii) Was made through a means where 

access to the notice of proposed con-
tract action was provided through the 
GPE; and 

(iii) Permitted the public to respond 
to the solicitation electronically; or 

(8) The award is for the services of an 
expert to support the Federal Govern-
ment in any current or anticipated liti-
gation or dispute pursuant to the ex-
ception to full and open competition 
authorized at 6.302–3. 

(c) With respect to acquisitions cov-
ered by the World Trade Organization 
Government Procurement Agreement 
or a Free Trade Agreement, con-
tracting officers must submit synopses 
in sufficient time to permit their publi-
cation in the GPE not later than 60 
days after award. 

[52 FR 19802, May 27, 1987, as amended at 53 
FR 27463, July 20, 1988; 60 FR 34747, July 3, 
1995; 60 FR 42653, Aug. 16, 1995; 60 FR 49725, 
Sept. 26, 1995; 63 FR 58593, Oct. 30, 1998; 64 FR 
72418, Dec. 27, 1999; 66 FR 27412, May 16, 2001; 
68 FR 56679, Oct. 1, 2003; 69 FR 77872, Dec. 28, 
2004] 

5.302 Preparation and transmittal of 
synopses of awards. 

Contracting officers shall transmit 
synopses of contract awards in the 
same manner as prescribed in 5.207. 

[55 FR 52790, Dec. 21, 1990] 

5.303 Announcement of contract 
awards. 

(a) Public announcement. Contracting 
officers shall make information avail-
able on awards over $3.5 million (unless 
another dollar amount is specified in 
agency acquisition regulations) in suf-
ficient time for the agency concerned 
to announce it by 5 p.m. Washington, 
DC, time on the day of award. Agencies 
shall not release information on 
awards before the public release time 
of 5 p.m. Washington, DC time. Con-
tracts excluded from this reporting re-
quirement include— 

(1) Those placed with the Small Busi-
ness Administration under section 8(a) 
of the Small Business Act; 

(2) Those placed with foreign firms 
when the place of delivery or perform-
ance is outside the United States and 
its outlying areas; and 

(3) Those for which synopsis was ex-
empted under 5.202(a)(1). 

(b) Local announcement. Agencies 
may also release information on con-
tract awards to the local press or other 
media. When local announcements are 
made for contract awards in excess of 
the simplified acquisition threshold, 
they shall include— 

(1) For awards after sealed bidding, a 
statement that the contract was 
awarded after competition by sealed 
bidding, the number of offers solicited 
and received, and the basis for selec-
tion (e.g., the lowest responsible bid-
der); or 

(2) For awards after negotiation, the 
information prescribed by 15.503(b), and 
after competitive negotiation (either 
price or design competition), a state-
ment to this effect, and in general 
terms the basis for selection. 

[48 FR 42119, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1729, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 52 FR 30076, Aug. 12, 1987; 55 FR 3881, 
Feb. 5, 1990; 56 FR 67128, Dec. 27, 1991; 59 FR 
67017, Dec. 28, 1994; 60 FR 34747, July 3, 1995; 
60 FR 42653, Aug. 16, 1995; 61 FR 39190, July 26, 
1996; 61 FR 69289, Dec. 31, 1996; 62 FR 51270, 
Sept. 30, 1997; 68 FR 28080, May 22, 2003; 71 FR 
57365, Sept. 28, 2006] 

Subpart 5.4—Release of 
Information 

5.401 General. 
(a) A high level of business security 

must be maintained in order to pre-
serve the integrity of the acquisition 
process. When it is necessary to obtain 
information from potential contractors 
and others outside the Government for 
use in preparing Government esti-
mates, contracting officers shall ensure 
that the information is not publicized 
or discussed with potential contrac-
tors. 

(b) Contracting officers may make 
available maximum information to the 
public, except information— 

(1) On plans that would provide 
undue or discriminatory advantage to 
private or personal interests; 

(2) Received in confidence from an of-
feror; 
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